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Husker Recruiting Video 


A chance to see a recruiting class in action 
before they put on the Red & White. 


How good is this recruiting class? All the great Nebraska football teams 
Husker fans want to know! Big time Nebraska came from great recruiting classes. High 
football fans want to see these recruits in school recruits such as Neil Smith, Mike 


action and see them make the big plays Rozier, Tom Rathman, Turner Gill, Dave 


that have Husker coaches eager to put Rimington and Johnny Rodgers were the 
foundation of the great Husker teams 


of the 70’s and 80’s. 


them on the field and opposing coaches 
ready to cringe when they do. 

For the first time ever, Husker See all the jukes, moves and hits 
fans will get to see the 1994 recruiting that will make the 1994 Husker recruit- 
class before they ever step on the ing class tomorrow’s Husker stars! 
Lincoln campus. The footage used This 30-minute recruiting 
to produce this video was made tape will be filled with insight 
from some of the same footage used on the 1994 recruiting class from 
by the Husker coaches to evaluate this each player’s high school coach and recruiting 


year’s recruits. experts from around the country. 


A HI-TECH VIDEO production. 


To order call: 


ONLY $19.95 1-800-341-1522 


1994 HUSKER 5s 
RECRUITING VIDEO gone aves ame AMEX 


Please check the appropriate box: Card #_____ Exp. 
(1 Please send me ____ copies of the 1994 Name. 
recruiting Video @ $24.95 each! Address 
City State Zip 


Shipping - Add $5 to cover shipping and handling costs. 
Phone 
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Hands Off! 


With the defense playing inspired ball and injuries piling up, Tom Osborne 
dressed the quarterbacks in green jerseys and labeled them “off limits.” 


Conference Explosion 

As the athletic directors prepare to finalize plans for the merger of the Big 

Eight and four former Southwest Conference universities, we take a look at what 
the future holds for the 12 schools. 


by Dan O'Kone 


Don’t Forget The Little Guys 


Often overlooked and sometimes forgotten, the non-revenue sports are hoping to 
have input on the merger. 


Fall Of The Future 


A fictional look at what could happen when the merger takes effect in 1996. 


by Rusty Burson 


And The Winner Is... 


With the 1993-94 basketball season in the books, it’s time to hand out the 
postseason awards in some unusual categories. 


LETTERS 22 
STATE OF THE HUSKERS 25 


RECRUITING 
HOOPS 


It’s time for the June/July preseason annual which will preview the 1994 football season. 
Along with Nebraska breakdowns, we will take a look at the rest of the Big Eight confer- 
ence as well as the national race for No. 1. The special issue will be mailed in early June. 
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NOT JUST A FOOTBALL FACTORY 

As proud as I am of Husker ath- 
letics, I take at least as much pride in 
the academic excellence of the 
school. An incredible number of 
scholar athletes pass through the 
University of Nebraska each season. 
[ noticed that this past season (1993), 
Nebraska added four Academic All- 
Americans (three first team and one 
second team) to its total. I also heard 
(from one of those NCAA promo- 
tionals provided by the university) 
that Nebraska has more Academic 
All-Americans in all sports com- 
bined than any other school. 

Like many other Husker fans, | 
am always having to defend our 
school against smug remarks such as 
“Nebraska is just a football factory.” 
While I know that such an accusa- 
tion is simply untrue, | would like to 
have some numbers | can quote to 
show them just how wrong they are. 

The continuing development of 
scholar-athletes is something in 
which Huskers everywhere can take 
a great deal of pride. 

Rich MacMillan, '70 
Frankfort, Ill. 


Through the 1993 season the University 
of Nebraska leads all schools in all-sport 
Academic All-Americans with 113, 
some 36 more than second place Illinois 
Wesleyan (77), In football, Nebraska 
also wins in a landslide with 45 first- 
team Academic All-Americans (39 
under Tom Osborne), This past season 
outside linebacker Trev Alberts (3.31, 
speech communications), defensive 
tackle Terry Connealy (3.76, agribusi- 
ness) and offensive guard Rob Zatechka 
(4.0, biological sciences) joined that 
group. Offensive guard Ken Mehlin 
(3.58, agribusiness) was a second-team 
honoree. Connealy and Zatechka are 
both juniors and have chances to win the 
honor again next year. Notre Dame is 
ranked second with 30. Ohio State and 
Texas round out the top four with 26 
and 20 respectively. Southern Cal, Penn 
State and Oklahoma are tied for fifth 
with 19 each. Nebraska also leads the 
nation in NCAA Top Six Award 
Winners with 10 total (six football win- 
ners) including last season’s winner 
Alberts. — Editor 
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Long before winning 
Big Eight trophies, Tom 
Osborne liked to catch his 


prizes. 


KEEPING UP WITH TOM 
Just finished reading your arti- 


cles on Tom Osborne (March 26, 
1994) and decided | had to write 
and let you know what a good job 
you did. I have seen plenty of sto- 
ries on Tom during my many 
years on this planet. But most of 
them usually deal with either his 
“apparent” inability to win the big 
one or his quiet personality. 
Believe me, both of those angles 
have become very boring and 
opinionated. 

But your stories showed other 
sides of Tom. I really enjoyed 
reading about the banquet. | only 
wish I could have been there. I 
never knew that he played profes- 
sional football. I wonder if he ever 
had a card? But the best was the 
Top 10 list. I think I’ve recited it a 
hundred times at work. 

These stories are the reason I 
continue to subscribe to Huskers 
Illustrated. The only thing you 
left out was talking about Tom’s 
childhood. 

Terry Boone 
Omaha, Neb. 


Maybe this picture will help wet 
your appetite. — Editor 


LOOKING FOR A LITTLE HELP 

In November I flew from Seattle 
to attend the Nebraska-Oklahoma 
game. After I returned home, I con- 


tacted The Lincoln Journal-Star to 
obtain a copy of that Saturday’s 
sports section covering the game. 
They informed me they were out of 
that paper. Might any readers out 
there have an old copy they could 
send me? 

In addition, might anyone have a 
video tape copy of ESPN’s “Up 
Close” interview with Tom Osborne 
and Bobby Bowden (January 12, 
1994)? ESPN does not provide 
copies. If so, please send them to me. 

Jim Pavlicek 

4330 Colby Avenue, Apartment 7 

Everett, WA 98203 


HOOP MIX-UP 
Received my recruiting issue 
(March 1994) and enjeyede it very 
much. Keep up the 
good work. But I 
believe that is Nate 
Branch’s picture on 
page 28, not Andre 
Smith as indicated. 
Dick English 
Fairbury, Neb. 


You sure know your 
Husker hoops. If was 
a case of wrong name 


on the back of the pic- . 
ture. — Editor Andre Smith 


UPSET IN CALIFORNIA 

Poor Fresno State. In 1992 they 
whipped the vaunted USC Trojans 
in the Freedom Bowl and then two 
years later Nebraska turns down the 
opportunity to play in the 
Disneyland Pigskin Classic with 
their opponents being those giant 
killers of the San Joaquin Valley — 
Fresno State. 

As a Nebraska alum and longtime 
member of Californians for 
Nebraska, I am disappointed. 

Last January, before the team 
selection process began, we were 
informed that the Huskers wanted to 
play in the Pigskin Classic and that 
their opponent could be Notre 
Dame, Wisconsin, Boston College or 
Fresno State. Perhaps at the time the 
estimated $750,000 payment for 
playing the game was more impor- 
tant than the opponent selection. 

The University of Nebraska has 
many fine alumni groups through- 
out the country, but I doubt if any of 
those groups can match the financial 
support provided (both collectively 
and individually) by CFN. Driving 
from Bakersfield, Santa Barbara or 
San Diego would be much less costly 
than a migration to Lincoln or 


Miami. 

Sorry CFN faithful. Mickey and 
Minnie Mouse were ready to roll out 
the red carpet for the Huskers. Hope 
those mean, nasty Fresno State boys 
don’t ruin the rug. Who cares? With 
$750,000 they can afford to buy a 
new one. 

Tom Kissler 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


BASKETBALL RECOGNIZED 

I wanted to congratulate Danny 
Nee and his players on another suc- 
cessful season of Husker hoops. 
Though the trip to the NCAA 
Tournament ended quickly, the 


excitement this year’s team brought OUR THOROUGH EYE EXAM 


to me will be remembered for quite a 
while. IS WELL WORTH LOOKING INTO 

Thanks to Eric Piatkowski, Bruce At Pearle, you'll get a comprehensive eye exam from an experienced 
Chubick, Jamar Johnson and Tom Doctor of Optometry. A doctor who will discuss your history and your 
Best for making their years at lifestyle needs. A doctor who will answer your questions. A doctor 


Nebraska great ones. I will look back 
at the season with fond memories 
and exciting basketball thoughts. 


Continued success for Coach Nee PEARLE 


who will make sure you get the prescription that’s right for you. And 
isn’t that just what you’re looking for? 


and his players in the future. I know vision center 

someday we'll get that NCAA =, 

Tournament victory. 1132 *O’ Street 1437 N. Webb Road Gateway Mall 
Mark Dreier Lincoln, NE Grand Island, NE Lincoln, NE 


SAVER KUDOS (402) 476-7583 (308) 382-9205 (402) 464-7416 


I looked forward to your mid- 
March issue after hearing it would 
have a big write up on the greatest 
football coach in the world — Tom 
Osborne. I never get enough to read 
about him. I was even more delight- 
ed to hear through the grapevine 
that you were going to have Tom on 
the cover. \ 

But then out of nowhere the bas- 


ketball team has a marvelous show- / 
ing in the Big Eight Tournament. As . 
much as | love Tom, I wanted to see ' ' ) 


our basketball team get some expo- 
sure, 


Well good for you. You got both R ; 
Tom and a picture of Bruce Chubick 


on the cover. Knowing Tom, I am 


sure he did not mind sharing the 
cover with basketball. 
Kathy Reinland a 


Omaha, Neb. 


LAWLOR'S SPORTING GOODS 


— 
_—_ 


Keep the basketball stories com- 
ing. I can’t get enough. 

Terry Stanley 

Boston, Mass. 


eee 5 
Please send your comments, ques- LAWLOR S 
ions 1 pictures p , P.O. Box 
85211, Lincoln, Neb. 68501. uskers | | SPORTING GOODS 


Illustrated reserves the right to edit 


sad t : a nting. Letters can’t be LINCOLN: 56th & Hwy 2° Gateway* OMAHA: 120th & Dodge * 140th & W. Center 
‘erurned. 
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By Mike Babcock 


he year was 1931. Coach D.X. 

| Bible’s third Nebraska football 

team was coming off a 4-3-2 

season and, after opening the season 

with a 44-6 victory against South 
Dakota, trailed Northwestern 19-0. 

The game, played in Evanston, 
Ill., was only one quarter old. Under 
the circumstances, Bible decided to 
give his younger players some expe- 
rience. Among those youngsters was 
George Henry Sauer, a sophomore 
fullback from Lincoln, Neb. 

Sauer played with such enthusi- 
asm and abandon Northwestern 
didn’t score during the remainder of 
the game. Sauer scored a touchdown 
for the Cornhuskers, to make the 
final score 19-7. 

Sauer’s performance that after- 
noon, the story goes, prompted a 
radio announcer to report the final 
score as: Northwestern 19, Sauer 7. 

With Sauer leading the way, 
Bible’s Cornhuskers would lose only 
three more games and tie one in the 
remainder of that season and the 
next two. Sauer, the son of a hard- 
working German-American trash 
collector, was a giant in his time, and 
for all time. 

“He was a quiet, dedicated sort of 
guy,” said Bill Pfeiff, a Nebraska 
football letterman in 1937 who first 
marveled at Sauer’s exploits when 
he, Pfeiff, was a junior high student 
and Sauer was playing for Lincoln 
High School, on football teams that 
didn’t lose a game in his three varsi- 
ty seasons. 

Sauer’s coach at Lincoln High, 
W.H. Browne, was hired as an assis- 
tant to Bible in 1930. Sauer and 
Lincoln High teammates Bernie 
Masterson, Clair Bishop and Bruce 
Kilbourne went along, translating 
their high school success across 
town to a still-new Memorial 
Stadium. 

Sauer, who stood 6-feet tall and 
weighed 210 pounds made solid by 
helping his father, was the best of a 
very good lot. He dominated on 
both sides of the ball, offense and 
defense. He was tenacious. “He sim- 
ply rolled up his sleeves and met the 
ball carrier head-on,” Bible once 
said. 

Sauer was a multi-sport athlete at 
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Nebraska, earning varsity letters in 
basketball, baseball and track and 
field. But it was as a football player 
that he is most remembered. He 
earned All-America recognition 
from the legendary sports writer 
Grantland Rice as a Cornhusker 
senior in 1933. 

Nebraska didn’t lose a Big Six 
Conference game during Sauer’s 
three seasons. The Cornhuskers had 
a combined record of 23-4-1. The 
only other losses besides the one to 
Northwestern were against perenni- 
al national powers Minnesota, 
in 1932, and Pittsburgh, in 1931 
and 1933. Nebraska tied the 
Panthers of Coach Jock 
Sutherland, 0-0, in Lincoln in 
1932. 

Nebraska couldn’t match 
Pittsburgh’s numbers, among 
other things, nor did it recruit 
as aggressively as the Panthers. | 


back down from the challenge, 
playing Sutherland’s team to a 
virtual standoff again at 
Pittsburgh in 1933. The 
Panthers ultimately won, 6-0, to 
eliminate Nebraska’s very real } 
hopes of being invited to play 
in the Rose Bowl game. The 
Cornhuskers boarded the train 
for Pittsburgh with an 8-0 
record. 

Sauer had earned Pittsburgh's 
respect by 1933. According to an 
Associated Press story: “Sauer, a 
quick thinking, high stepping half- 
back, in the opinion of the Panthers, 
is the best backfield man encoun- 
tered during the last two seasons.” 

Sauer’s accomplishments on the 
football field didn’t end with that 
game. He scored both touchdowns 
in the East-West All-Star game on 
Jan. 1, 1934, and he was the captain 
of the College All-Stars in their tie 
with the National Football League 
champion Chicago Bears in the sum- 
mer of 1934. 

Sauer played three seasons for the 
NEL’s Green Bay Packers, who were 
world’s champions in 1936. He cut 
short his professional playing career 
to coach college football, beginning 
at New Hampshire and making 
stops at Kansas, the United States 


Sauer’s Passing Closes The Book 
On Another Chapter Of Husker Lore 


Naval Academy and Baylor, where 
he also was athletic director. 

In 1961, he was hired by the New 
York Titans of the fledgling 
American Football League and 
remained with them through their 
transformation to the New York Jets, 
for whom he was director of player 
personnel. He was responsible for 
signing many of the Jets players who 
produced the dramatic Super Bowl 
upset of the Baltimore Colts in 1968. 
Among those players was quarter- 
back Joe Namath. 


Sauer, a multi-sport athlete at 
Nebraska, earned All-American 
honors in 1933. 


Sauer died in February, at the age 
of 83. He suffered from Alzheimer’s 
Disease and spent the final years of 
his life at a Veterans Administration 
hospital in Waco, Texas. 

Sauer was of another era, one of 
leather football helmets and two- 
way players. He excelled on teams 
that contributed significantly to the 
football tradition Nebraska contin- 
ues today under Tom Osborne. 

Cornhusker football history 
doesn’t date from when Bob 
Devaney arrived in Lincoln from 
Wyoming for the 1962 season. There 
were great Cornhusker teams and 
players long before. 

Sauer’s passing should be a 
reminder of that. He was such a 
player. Hi 


_. re Left: NU quarterback 


coach Turner Gill 
tests out in the 40 
as a Husker. Below: 
Husker Defensive 
Tackle Kenny Walker, 
who worked his way 
™\ to the NFL, tests out 
on the hang clean. 


Ni E HUSKER POWER 


PERFORMANCE CLUB 


The Husker Power Club is now 
offering a new membership, the 
Performance Club, for a donation 
of $295. Joining, entitles members 
to level five priority. At this level, 
members enjoy season tickets, post 
season ticket and parking priority. 
Members in addition, receive all 
other club benefits, excluding 
Lifetime membership benefits. 
Don’t forget, the Husker Power 
Club Inner Circle membership, for a 
donation of $175, entitles members 
to level six season tickets, post 
season ticket and parking priority. 


Committed to 


improving 
performance 


The University of Nebraska’s 
strength conditioning program 
has been a powerful part of 
the success that Cornhusker 
athletes, and their fans, have 
enjoyed for more than 20 
years. Strength and speed 
are critical to all athletes’ 
performance and two skills 
that the Cornhusker strength 
program staff are committed to improving. 

To stay ahead of the competition, the University 
of Nebraska needs your help. The athletic depart- 
ment cannot provide for the strength program’s 
total budget. 

Your tax deductible membership in the Husker 
Power Club can help Nebraska keep pace with 
the rapidly changing techniques, technology and 
equipment breakthroughs that are revolutionizing 
strength training today. 

Please help us keep Husker athletics going 
strong. Join the Husker Power Club. You support 
can make it financially possible for Nebraska to 
continue to lead the nation. 

Choose from three annual membership or the 
Lifetime Membership Plan. You can join as a 
Regular member for a donation of $40, as an 
Inner Circle member for $175, as a Performance 
member for $295 or as a Lifetime member for 
$1,000. All memberships entitle donor to certain 
club benefits and privileges. For a Husker Power 
application please stop by UNL at 100 West 


Stadium or call (402) 472-3333. 


s far as the effort was con- 
Acre Nebraska has rarely 

had a better spring, defen- 
sively, Cornhusker defensive coordi- 
nator Charlie McBride said follow- 
ing the final Saturday scrimmage 
before the annual Red-White inter- 
squad game. The young players 
were consistently enthusiastic, if not 
consistent in their performance. 

That’s some good news about the 
defensive line, which lost three of 
the top four tackles from last season 
and was among the areas of focus 
going into 15 days of spring drills. 

Some bad news, relative to the 
defensive front, is, “depth is our 
biggest concern in general,” said 
McBride, who included the outside 
linebackers in his assessment. 

With seniors Donta Jones, who 
was chosen Lifter of the Year for a 
second time, and Dwayne Harris, 
who came on strong at the end of 
last season, the starters appear to be 
set at outside linebacker. The com- 
petition for back-up positions will 
continue through fall camp. But at 
least Jones and Harris are known 
quantities. 

That wasn’t the case among the 
defensive tackles. Except for Terry 
Connealy, who was held out in the 
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spring in order to recover from off- 
season shoulder surgery, there were 
no sure-fire starting tackles. 


Young tackles like Larry 
Townsend got a lot of work during 
the spring. He and Christian Peter 
“have really come along well,” 
McBride said. 

Peter, a junior, is technically a 
nose tackle. It doesn’t make a lot of 
difference, but “the nose tackle gets 
double-teamed a lot more,” said 
McBride. So the plan for the fall is to 
move Connealy from nose tackle, 
where he earned second-team All- 
Big Eight recognition from confer- 
ence coaches last season, to tackle. 
That way the senior from Hyannis, 
Neb., and Peter can be on the field at 
the same time. 

Peter, who’s 6-foot-2 and 285 
pounds, is the stronger of the two 
and better able to battle double- 
teams. After laboring in lower-unit 
obscurity last season, he began to 
emerge as a force up-front in the 
spring. 

Scott Saltsman, who suffered torn 
cartilage in his left knee during the 
first scrimmage and was sidelined 
for the remainder of the spring, also 
figured prominently in McBride’s 
plans at nose tackle. Saltsman, a 6- 


foot-5, 250-pound sophomore from 
Wichita Falls, Texas, was No. 2 on 
the depth chart before the knee 
injury. 

“T'll feel better when Terry and 
Scotty are back,” McBride said. 
“With Connealy and Saltsman out, 
we're not able to go full blow.” 

The situation in the defensive line 
was further aggravated during the 
spring because senior tackle Jason 
Pesterfield, a walk-on from Pauls 
Valley, Okla., played at about 80 
percent because of injury, according 
to McBride. “But, at least he was 
playing,” McBride said. 

Not only that, Pesterfield played 
well enough to maintain the No. 1 
spot on the depth chart (where 
Connealy would have been), despite 
the impressive play of Townsend. 

Townsend, a 6-4, 300-pound 
sophomore from San Jose, Calif., 
was among the spring’s most pleas- 
ant surprises, if someone with his 
credentials could be considered a 
surprise. SuperPrep Magazine 
named him the West Coast Player of 
the Year following his senior season 
at Yerba Buena High School. But 
apparently he needed two years, 
included a redshirt season, to learn 
what it takes to play at the major col- 


Bob Berry 


lege level. 

Offensive line coach Milt Tenopir, 
whose players had the task of trying 
to block Townsend in the spring, 
was among those offering unsolicit- 
ed recommendations of his efforts. 

Rebuilding the defensive front 
was only one of the priorities in the 
spring. Keeping the quarterbacks 
healthy was another. 

In fact, the health of the quarter- 
backs was a continuing story, begin- 
ning from the first day. 

In an attempt to ensure their 
health, Coach Tom Osborne issued 


Bob Berry 


the quarterbacks green practice jer- 
seys, which were to serve as warn- 
ings to overzealous defenders to lay 
off. 

“We'll be holding our breath just 
to get through spring without 
injuries to our quarterbacks,” 
Osborne said before spring practice 
began. “We're awfully thin at some 
spots, and for that reason, we'll be 
reluctant to beat those guys at quar- 
terback.” 

Osborne had only four to use, 
including junior Tommie Frazier, 
who was still feeling the effects of 
the shoulder injury he suffered last 
fall. In the first Wednesday scrim- 
mage, Frazier was taken off the field 
after a teammate fell on his right 
ankle at the end of a play. Frazier 
injured the same ankle in last sea- 
son’s opener against North Texas. 
He was able to return to practice on 
Friday of the first week in the spring, 
but he didn’t participate in the first 
Saturday scrimmage. 

Junior Brook Berringer, who fig- 
ures to be Frazier’s No. 1 back-up, 
suffered an ankle injury in that first 
major scrimmage and was hobbled 
for a couple of days. He also was 
thrown hard to the turf by line- 
backer Leonard Alexander, despite 
the green jersey, during the scrim- 
mage. Osborne was so concerned, he 
stopped the action to lecture 
Alexander and the defense in gener- 
al about the need for protecting the 
depleted pool of quarterbacks. 

In the second Wednesday scrim- 
mage of the spring, sophomore 
walk-on Matt Turman suffered a 


A spirited defensive effort and a 
rash of offensive injuries this 
spring caused Tom Osborne to 
put an “off limits” label on 
Tommie Frazier (above, 15) and 
the other quarterbacks. The 
signal-callers wore green jerseys. 


knee injury, further thinning the 
position. There was concern that 
Turman’s injury might be severe 
enough to require surgery, which 
would have knocked him out for at 
least the remainder of the spring. 

With Turman’s status in doubt, 
freshman Vinnie Murphy, a walk-on 
from Colorado Springs, Colo., found 
himself the No. 3 quarterback, 
behind two players who were ailing. 

The situation was such that 
Osborne made it known that junior 
Tony Veland might have to return to 
quarterback. Veland, who was still 
recovering from a ruptured patellar 
tendon that sidelined him most of 
last season, had requested and been 
granted permission to move to free 
safety. 

Depth also is a concern in the sec- 
ondary, “but he knows we might ask 
him to come back to quarterback if 
we need him,” Osborne said. 

Nebraska will gain only two or 
three more quarterbacks in the fall, 
including scholarship freshman John 
Elder from Sioux City, lowa, and 
freshman walk-on Jarrick Hillery 
from Brunswick, Ga. The plan is to 
redshirt Elder, if at all possible. 

Osborne used Frazier, Berringer 
and Murphy in the second Saturday 
scrimmage. Frazier completed 6-of-9 
passes for 85 yards. But Berringer 
was sacked eight times, and Murphy 
was sacked twice. None of the three 
were injured, however, and Turman 
was able to return the next week. 

After the defense dominated the 
offense in the third major scrim- 
mage, Osborne said not too much 
should have been inferred about the 
defense because the quarterbacks 
weren't able to run options or break 
out of tackles. 

“I’m not sure we are getting a 
total picture,” Osborne said. “But 
I’m (also) not sure what else to do 
with the situation we have.” 

The health of the quarterbacks 
was among the most discussed top- 
ics of the spring. But injuries were a 
problem for many of the position 
coaches, including Tenopir, who was 
looking to identify back-ups for an 
offensive line that returns mostly 
intact. 

Senior tackle Zach Wiegert and 
senior guard Brenden Stai, who suf- 
fered a broken fibula in last year’s 
Missouri game, could be the best 
tackle-guard tandem in the country, 
according to Tenopir. Depth, howev- 
er, is uncertain. 

Injuries contributed to that uncer- 
tainty. For example, tackles Chris 
Dishman and Eric Anderson were 
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among the young players who were 
missing in the spring. Dishman, a 
sophomore, was hampered by a 
shoulder injury, and Anderson, a 
redshirted freshman, suffered an 
ankle injury the first week of prac- 
tice and couldn’t return. 

Junior Aaron Graham, the No. 1 
center, also was slowed by injury, as 
was senior Joel Wilks, a candidate to 
start at guard. Graham, who became 
the starting center after Stai was 
injured and Ken Mehlin was moved 
last season, missed most of the 
spring. 

Besides Veland, only a few play- 
ers whose names are familiar 
switched positions in the spring. Eric 
Alford, a senior, moved from wing- 
back to tight end, and Troy Dumas, 
also a senior, moved from safety to 
strongside linebacker. Tim 
Carpenter, a redshirted freshman, 
also was tried at tight end, after 
being recruited as a fullback. 

Rob Zatechka, a senior and 
returning starter at offensive guard, 
was moved to tackle to fill the void 
created by the departure of Lance 
Lundberg. Zatechka played tackle 
two years ago, however, so the move 
wasn’t really much of an experi- 
ment. 

Junior cornerback Tyrone 
Williams was allowed to participate 
during the first three weeks of 


the Red-White game. Williams was 
charged with two felony firearms 
offenses in late January and was 
awaiting trial on the charges at press 
time. As a_ result, Osborne 
announced that Williams, a junior 
and returning starter, wouldn’t be 
allowed to participate in the Spring 
Game and that he might also be held 
out of a game, or games, in the fall as 
a disciplinary measure. Williams’ 
name wasn’t included in Nebraska's 
spring prospectus. 

Although much can happen 
before the Cornhuskers’ opener 
against West Virginia in the Kickoff 
Classic, sophomore Lawrence 
Phillips appeared to solidify himself 
as heir apparent to Calvin Jones at I- 
back. But the competition, which 
included sophomores Damon 
Benning and Marvin Sims and junior 
Clinton Childs was spirited through- 
out the spring and figures to contin- 
ue during fall camp. 

Even though only five starters 
return — Dumas, Connealy, Donta 
Jones, Ed Stewart and Barron Miles 
— the Cornhusker defense should be 
solid, if the spring is any indication. 
It could be Nebraska’s strength, in 
fact. 

“This is a very good defense, 
probably better than last year’s,” 
senior Abdul Muhammad said after 
the final Saturday scrimmage before 


runs well and swarms to the ball 
well. We've got some great athletes 
on defense.” 

Yes, Muhammad is an offensive 
player, the returning starter at wing- 
back and the team’s leading pass 
catcher last season. But who better to 
assess the defense than someone 
who deals with it. Muhammad was 
among those whose spring was lim- 
ited significantly because of injury. 
He suffered cracked ribs and a lacer- 
ated liver during the Orange Bowl 
game and didn’t return to action 
until the end of the third week. 

In the final major scrimmage, his 
first, Muhammad got caught in the 
no-man’s land over the middle, left 
vulnerable to a straight shot from 
Stewart, the No. 1 weakside line- 
backer and a candidate for post-sea- 
son honors. 

Stewart's hit, to Muhammad’s rib 
cage, was so hard, Muhammad was 
left woozy and disoriented. Miles 
came to his assistance, helped him to 
his feet, and he wobbled to the side- 
line. 

Given the seriousness of the 
injury he suffered on New Year's 
night, there was concern, for an 
instant, that his career at Nebraska 
might be over. That play seemed to 
typify spring practice for the 
Cornhuskers. 

Fortunately, Muhammad was 


spring practice but was held out of 


QUICK BITS 


GILLESPIE FLIES SOUTH 

Dave Gillespie (right), a nine-year 
member of the Nebraska football staff, 
has accepted a job at Kansas. 

Gillespie will serve as an on-the- 
field coach as well as coordinator for 
the Jayhawks’ recruiting. After serving 
as Tom Osborne’s administrative assis- 
tant and recruiting coordinator for 
eight years, Gillespie said his decision to take the Kansas 
job was based, in part, on recent NCAA legislation 
which would dissolve his former position. 

“It is my understanding he wanted to coach, and the 
rules changes took him further away from coaching 
here,” Osborne said. “If Dave wants to coach, I’m 
pleased he’s getting the chance to do so. With all of the 
rules changes, it’s real hard to keep everybody satis- 
fied.” 


DOCTOR TOM TO BE HONORED 

Osborne will be honored next fall with the presti- 
gious Giant Steps Award. The award is given each fall to 
a handful of people across the nation who have demon- 
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the Red-White game. 


“Everybody fine. 


strated community service in several areas and 
have shown leadership in solving community prob- 
lems. The award is sponsored by USA Today. 


THE U.N TO INTERCEDE AT NU 

Working day in and day out with the same peo- 
ple, elbow to elbow, can lead to conflict and stress. 
Around the country co-workers try to deal with 
| their problems peaceably. But not so in the 
Nebraska training room. The low level conflict 
between assistant trainer Rusty McKune and trainer 
Doak Ostergard recently escalated to ugliness. 
Athletes and co-workers have witnessed several 
incidents. Accounts vary, but it is agreed one or the 
other was depantsed and that tape and Vaseline 
have been used in numerous ways to disable and harm 
one another. Calls for peace have gone unheeded. 


D-LINE MOST MOTIVATED 

Charlie McBride has motivated his defensive linemen 
with a new technique. He has a 4-foot long, one inch by 
two inch board with 16 penny nails protruding from one 
end that he calls the “motivator.” Like a nuclear weapon, 
the mere knowledge of its existence is enough to keep 
most of his linemen in place. McBride has carried the 
motivator by his side at practice. Jason Pesterfield is 
reportedly the only one curious about the powers of the 
motivator. Upon request, he was given a demonstration, 
minus the nails. Ml 


Husker Season 
Ticket Video 


1993 Husker 
Highlight Tape 


$39.95 


BONUS OFFER: 
Buy the 1993 Highlight tape and 


receive the 1983 Highlight tape for only 
$19.95! 


Professionally Produced and Narrated by Harry Callas of NFL Films 
Majority of the proceeds go toward NU Athletic Dept. 


TO ORDER BY PHONE CALL 402-489-9070 


—] or send your check or money order to: P.O. Box 5273, 
meee Lincoln, NE 68505 (add appropriate sales tax) 


he look, shape and even the name of the league may 
be decided when athletic directors from the Big Eight, 
including its four new members from Southwest 
Conference, meet May 15-17 in Kansas City. The 
league has been called, unofficially, the “Big 12 “since 
late February when the Big Eight offered Texas, Texas 
A&M, Baylor and Texas Tech a refuge from the trou- 
bled SWC. 

University of Oklahoma athletic director Donnie Duncan said 
league alignment, scheduling, revenue distribution, a football 
divisional playoff, and the name of the new league will be dis- 
cussed at the meetings held in the Ritz Carlton Hotel in Kansas 
City. 

“IT would expect some decisions to be made at this meeting,” 
Duncan said. “For sure, we're going to talk about those things.” 

The most discussed divisional split has the four SWC schools, 
plus Oklahoma and Oklahoma State, playing in the Southern 
Division. The Northern Division would include Nebraska, Iowa 
State, Colorado, Missouri, Kansas and 
Kansas State. There would be eight confer- 
ence games with each team playing oppo- 
nents in its division and three opponents 
in the other division. 

“You'd play each team in your division} 
every year, alternating home and away, 
and teams in the other division every other } 
year, alternating home and away,” Texas 
A&M athletic director Wally Groff said. 
“That way, in a four-year period, you Mim 
would play each team in your division 
four times — two at home and two away eA 
— and each team in the other division 
twice — once at home and once on the 
road.” 

Duncan, like Groff, likes that proposal. 
However it could mean the end of the 
Nebraska-Oklahoma game as a yearly con- 
ference game. The two teams may still the catalyst for the merger 
meet each year, but every other year it of the “Biq 12” was the 
would be a non-conference game. five-year $100 million 

“That’s a possible scenario,” Duncan keen ora aan ants ‘ 
said. “We could play it as one of the yo pane! fates 
three out of division conference games. 

I don’t know. It’s something we’re going to have to talk about.” 

In basketball, the league will probably devise a system com- 
parable with the Southeastern Conference. Schools play each 
team in its division twice — home and away. It would then play 
each school in the other division once. 

“That's probably what will happen, but nothing has been 
decided,” Groff said. 

A football playoff has been put on the table with a $2.1 mil- 
lion incentive from television networks. Still, Duncan said fur- 
ther study is needed. 

“We need to weigh if two major bowl invitations might be 
more attractive than the playoff,” Duncan said. “If we have a 
By Dan O’Kane league playoff, it might make the losing team less attractive to a 

major bowl. It’s something we’re going to have to weigh.” 
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RECENT DIVISION I-A CONFERENCE EXPANSIONS 


Here are the most recent membership changes in the Division I-A football/basketball playing 
conferences, prior to the Big Eight’s expansion announcement 


CONFERENCE 

BIG WEST 

MAC 

WAC 

BIG 10 

BIG EAST 
SOUTHEASTERN 
PAC 10 


The name of the expanded league 
has yet to be finalized, although it is 
a good bet that it will be called the 
“Big 12,” which it has already copy- 
righted. The league traditionally has 
kept the same theme with exception 
of when it was called the Missouri 
Valley Intercollegiate Athletic 
Association from 1908-1928. The 
“Big” theme started in 1929 when it 
became the Big Six. It was that way 
until 1948 with Colorado joining. 
Oklahoma State was added in 1959, 
changing the name to the Big Eight. 

The league has already copyright- 
ed the “Big 14,” feeding speculation 
that the league is considering more 


Political pressure kept SWC 
schools, Texas A&M and Tech 
from going in separate 
directions, but there was little 
coaxing needed to keep the 
Oklahoma/Texas rivalry intact. 
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SCHOOLS ADDED 
Arkansas State, Louisiana Tech, N.Illinois,S.W. Louisiana 
Akron 

Fresno State 

Penn State 

Miami, Virginia Tech, Rutgers, Temple 
South Carolina, Arkansas 

Arizona, Arizona State 


schools, but that is not likely to hap- 
pen. The problem with adding to the 
league is that it further splits the pie. 
Any expansion will likely not hap- 
pen until the new football TV con- 
tract expires after the year 2001. 

Groff said most sports — basket- 
ball and non-revenue sports _ could 
begin play during the 1995-96 sea- 
son. However, he has proposed that 
the A&M softball team (the only 
SWC softball program) start playing 
in the Big Eight next year. 

“I think we'll get that done,” he 
said. “We'd like to be able to start as 
soon as possible, but that depends 
on what happens to the other 
schools left in the Southwest 
Conference.” 

The football portion of the expan- 
sion will have to wait until 1996 after 
the current College Football 
Association television contract 
expires. 

The break up of the CFA TV con- 
tact is the reason the Big Eight, the 
nation’s most stable conference for 
37 years, decided to expand. 

The Southeastern Conference 


WHEN 
1993 
1992 
1992 
1991 
1991 
1990 
1978 


joined the Pac-10, Big Ten and Notre 
Dame in cutting their own TV deals. 
The SEC’s 12 schools will spilt $120 
million from their deals with CBS 
and ESPN to carry the league's foot- 
ball and basketball games for five 
years starting in 1996, 

The only way for the Big Eight 
and the four SWC schools to split 
that kind of money was to form a 
partnership. The Big Eight formally 
made an all-or-nothing offer to the 
four on Feb. 21. Four days later, 
Texas and Texas Tech were the last 
of the four to say yes. 

The money, as expected, came. 
The league announced on March 9 
that it had agreed to five-year con- 
tracts with ABC and Liberty Sports, 
parent company of Prime Network, 
on a $100 million contract. 

“The money was better than we 
first thought,” Groff said. 

The SWC, which turns 80 in May, 
won't be declared dead until 1996, 
but it has been given last rights. 
Texas Christian, Southern 
Methodist, Houston and Rice are 
looking for new homes. TCU and 


66 
vey decision 
was based on 
financial results 
rather than what 
might be best in 
the long haul.” 
— Frank Broyles 
Arkansas Athletic Director 


SMU are hoping they are included in 
the WAC’s expansion. 

Rice, TCU and SMU may end up 
in a league called the SWC, but the 
spirit of that league will be gone 
once the other four leave. Houston 
has said it will seek a new home 
without the other three SWC left- 
overs. 

Frank Broyles, Arkansas athletic 
director, saw it coming. In 1990, 
Broyles picked up his Razorbacks 
and moved them into the well-to-do 
SEC. Broyles, however, takes no 
pride in knowing that the SWC was 
headed for a fall. 

“Lam distraught that there will be 
no Southwest Conference for refer- 
ence to the great rivalries, history, 
games and athletes,” he said. “I 
thought it always would survive — 
if it made some changes.” 

But Broyles was also well aware 
of the reluctance of some to make 
changes. 

Broyles sought reform for the 
SWC after Oklahoma and Georgia 
were successful in their challenge of 
the NCAA’s exclusive control of the 
football television rights of its mem- 
bers. 

Broyles, then working as a foot- 
ball analyst for ABC, suggested a 
meeting of the SWC and Big Eight 
schools to talk about joint scheduling 
for a TV package. He said the net- 
work had shown interest, but that 
was met with resistance and eventu- 
ally died. 

He also proposed dividing the 
SWC schedule by eliminating round- 
robin play. That would allow more 
flexibility in scheduling. It had the 
support of Texas, A&M, and 
Arkansas, but it was defeated, 6-3. 

Officials from Arkansas, A&M 
and Texas discuss a lot of options 
over the years. Each plan was aimed 
at change and what they hoped 
would be improvement. Instead, 
those plans were voted down. 

“Every decision was based on 
financial results rather than what 


might be best in the long haul,” 
Broyles said. 

Texas and A&M tried to make a 
similar jump like Arkansas in 1990. 

The Longhorns were interested in 
going to the Pac-10 and A&M had its 
sights on the SEC. Political pressure 
kept them in the SWC. There was no 
such opposition this time. 

“The difference this time is they 


into Texas only once a year. 


2 
LUBBOCK 


UNIVERSITY 


PACK A LUNCH 


or those who thought making the 480-mile (give or take a detour) 
Bre to Boulder, Colo., every other year was a pain — prepare for 

a seizure. Not one of the former Southwest Conference schools 
comes in under 700 miles from Lincoln. As the Big Red caravan travels, 
Baylor is the closest (730 miles) and Texas A&M is the furthest (823 
miles). If the new “Big 12” patterns and divides according to the system 
the Southeastern Conference currently employs, Nebraska may travel 


SO Nps 


hee at 


° 
waco 


e 
AUSTIN 


LOCATION NICKNAME 


BAYLOR Waco Bears 1845 730 miles 
TEXAS Austin Longhorns 1883 820 miles 
TEXAS A&M College Station Aggies 187] 823 miles 
TEXAS TECH Lubbock Red Raiders 1923 787 miles 


kept us abreast of what they were 
doing,” said Texas State Sen. John 
Montford, D-Lubbock, chairman of 
the powerful Senate Finance 
Committee. “As Texans, we are 
resistant to change. But this resolu- 
tion is better than all of the schools 
going off in different directions, 
which probably would have hap- 
pened if nothing were done.” 


LAWRENCE® 


@ STILLWATER 
e@ NORMAN 


“COLLEGE STATION 


FOUNDED — DISTANCE 
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DONT FORGET THE LITTLE GUYS 


Often overlooked and sometimes forgotten, the non-revenue sports are hoping to have input 
on the merger of the Big Eight and four Southwest schools 


s has become the norm in 

the world of big-time col- 

lege athletics, non-revenue 

sports have once again been 

left standing like wallflow- 
ers while the stars take part in the 
spotlight dance. 

Since merger rumors of 
the Big Eight Conference 
and four Southwest 
Conference schools began 
to take shape in late 
February, football and bas- 
ketball have received most 
of the headlines. 

Plenty has been made of 
how the new 12-school con- 
ference, tentatively called 
the “Big 12,” will handle 
football. 

How will this affect the 
mythical national title pic- 
ture? What will happen to 
the Oklahoma-Nebraska game? Is 
there really a chance Texas A&M 
will have to play in the snow late in 
October? 

After all, money and the breakup 
of the College Football Association 
were catalysts for the merger. The 
former SWC schools bring television 
markets that rank eighth, 11th and 
39th in national size. But just how 
much of that television will be aimed 
at sports outside of the gridiron and 
hardwood? 

Following the Southeast 
Conference’ lead, the “Big 12” has 
signed an independent television 
contract. The agreement with ABC 
and Liberty Sports Inc. (a division of 
Home Sports Entertainment and 
Prime Network), will off the confer- 
ence approximately $100 million 
over a five-year span 

“We have an agreement as a part 
of the football coverage to do some 
exciting things for our Olympic 
sports, especially women’s sports,” 
said Big Eight Commissioner Carl 
James. “Liberty has been televising 
(Big Eight games) for the last three 
years and this is the last year of that 
contract. 

“A number of our championships 
and in-season games and meets have 
been televised. We think that will be 
stepped up a bit and be expanded 
after more in-season play.” 
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The inclusion of Texas, Texas 
A&M, Baylor and Texas Tech to the 
Big Eight brings with it a strong tra- 
dition in non-revenue sports. 

Not counting mythical national 
titles in football, which Texas has 
three (1963, 1969, 
1970) and A&M 
one (1939), the four 
Texas schools bring 
with them 31 
national titles. Only 
Baylor enters the 
realignment minus 
a national title. 


Since none of the 
SWC schools 
sponsor 
gymnastics 
Oklahoma and Nebraska will be 
alone in conference play. 
Women’s baskesttaill wt I 
become tougher as seven of the 
12 schools can boast to have 
had teams ranked during 1993. 


Texas, in terms of titles, owns a 
commanding edge with 27. 
Texas A&M has won three 
titles in softball (1982, 1983, 
1987) and who can forget 
Tech’s magical run at a 
women’s basketball title last 
season. The four schools also 
bring great tradition in swim- 
ming (11 national titles), golf 
and track. 

The Big Eight stacks up a 
little better with a combined 
105 national titles between the 
schools. Only nine of those are 
football titles. 

Oklahoma State has domi- 
nated wrestling (44 national 
titles) and many other schools 
have made advancements in 
track, volleyball and golf. 


The merger could make 
the “Big 12” the premier 
conference for collegiate 
baseball. 


This will now give the conference 
at least one national championship 
in each sport. For example, the Big 
Eight did not have a national cham- 
pionship in women’s basketball, 
although Oklahoma just won the 
women’s NIT championship this 
year. But both Texas and Tech have 
won coveted crowns. 

So what do all those numbers 
really mean? Simply, that combined 
the “Big 12” is more than just foot- 
ball — it will be a national contender 
in almost every sport. 

It has been speculated that the 

wee “Big 12” will split into 

fe divisional play much like 
|the format the SEC has 

j used. In May the athletic 
| directors of each of the 12 
4 schools will meet and see 


feasible. 
“We have been fortu- 
'Wj nate in a way to be able to 
sit back and look at a 12- 
team conference like the SEC and see 
exactly how they do their baseball, 
women’s and men’s basketball and 
so on,” James said. “If we go toa 
division structure such as the SEC 
then all sports that require divisional 
breakdowns would follow the same 
model.” 
Should the divisions be made, 


—— 


Bob Berry 


Oklahoma and Oklahoma State 
would join Texas, Texas A&M, Texas 
Tech and Baylor in a Southern 
Division. Nebraska, Iowa State, 
Colorado, Kansas, Kansas State and 
Missouri would form the Northern 
Division. 

Conceivably, this would give 
each division a decided edge in cer- 
tain sports. 

The Northern Division would 
have the edge in men’s basketball. 
The Southern Division would be 
strong in baseball. Both would have 
national contenders in volleyball 
(Nebraska and Colorado from the 
north and Texas and Texas A&M 
from the south). 

The Southern Division would 
have four teams (Oklahoma, 
Oklahoma State, Texas, and Texas 
A&M) which advanced to the 
College World Series in 1993 and 
have been ranked in the Top 20 of 
Baseball America’s poll at some point 
this season. 

But this won’t be a case where the 
insertion of the SWC teams will all 
of a sudden lift the Big Eight to 
prominence. Both conferences were 
good before and this merger just 
makes both that much stronger. 

But the teams that could benefit 
the most from a divisional break- 
down would be Tech, Baylor and 
Kansas. Both Tech and Baylor 
(which won last season’s conference 
baseball tournament) usually have 
good pitching and playing the cal- 
iber they will face will do nothing 
but help them improve. Kansas 
wouldn’t have to play OSU and OU 
as much and that will help its win- 
loss record tremendously. 

The obvious problem is that with 
so much power in one six-team divi- 
sion, one or two teams will suffer 
more losses than usual. Whether this 
will hurt certain schools’ chances to 
become one of the 48 teams that 
annually make the regionals is a 
matter of conjecture. 

“We are concerned that in some 
areas, that if we have a tournament 
and only one team wins that might 
affect the number that we have make 
a postseason tournament,” James 
said. “But that is still an unknown at 
this point. All we can do is get 
together and make sure the competi- 
tion is great. 

“Tf it is, then it will be recognized 
on a national level and when people 
begin selecting at-large teams, our 
people will be there.” 

The Pac 10 Southern Conference, 
which includes Arizona, Arizona 
State, California, Stanford, UCLA 
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and USC, is as strong as it comes 
from one to six in a division. They 
usually get four teams into the tour- 
nament. 

“We think it (the merger) 
enhances most every one of the 
sports the schools will offer,” James 
said. “But that is something some 
people have a different attitude 
about. I don’t see it being a problem 
in any area.” 

One sport which won’t see the 
benefits is men’s gymnastics. 

Many had hoped that the inclu- 
sion of new teams would help 
improve competition in certain 


sports such as men’s gymnastics. But 
unfortunately, not one of the schools 
joining the Big Eight sponsors the 
sport. 

That means that with Iowa State 
dropping its program following this 
season, only Oklahoma and Neb- 
raska will be left with programs 
intact. Goodbye conference meet, it 
is now only a dual. 

Overall the merger will benefit all 
varsity sports outside of football. If 
not by the competition of constantly 
playing top-rated programs, then by 
the money derived by football and 
basketball television revenue. 
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With the merger of the Big Eight and four 


former Southwest Conference schools, 


imagine how the 1996 football season will 
shake down if the divisional alignment goes 
ahead as planned. We could see Texas A&M 


and Nebraska squaring off for not only a 
conference title, but a national one. 


unior quarterback Jon Elder stepped out of the 

Nebraska huddle and toward the line of scrim- 

mage for the biggest play of his life. The weight of 

e world squarely on his shoulders and the wait of | 
his life about to begin, Elder scanned the field and 
tried to clear his mind. 

He looked left and watched as receiver Riley 
Washington trotted toward the sideline and positioned 
himself in front of the Texas A&M defender. He looked 
to his right where he knew he would see Aggie line- 
backer Trent Driver lined up over the tight end, slobber- 
ing on himself in anticipation and violently pounding his 
fists against the side of his helmet in some sort of wild 
ritual that Driver called “pre-mutilation.” 

“You mean pre-meditation?” a reporter had asked ear- 
lier in the week. 

“No,” Driver said, “I mean what I said. Pre-mutilation. 
Right before I mutilate the quarterback.” 

Elder tried to put Driver out of his mind as he took 
another step toward the center. He turned and looked 
into his own backfield, then toward the sideline where 
Tom Osborne glanced toward the ceiling of San 
Antonio’s AlamoDome for some divine guidance. 
Finally, as Elder slipped his hands under center, he 
looked toward the scoreboard in the north end zone. 

Score: Texas A&M 24, Nebraska 20. Quarter: 4. Time: 
0:03. Down: 4. Yards to go: 2. Ball on the: Texas A&M 2. 

Last play of the 1996 Big 12 championship game. Two 
yards separating two undefeated teams. Elder knew he 
should be thinking about technical things such as the 
blitz, the hot receiver, the coverage call, the wide side of 
the field, the load block on the defensive end or just any- 
thing that had to do with football and not with winter 
weather. 
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TEXAS A&M 


24 


NEBRASKA 


'=70 0:03 


Nevertheless, he couldn't get snow flurries out of his 
mind. How many times had he heard that joke? 

Throw a perfect pass here and Elder might never have 
to hear that again. Make the right decision, hit the receiv- 
er in the end zone and let everyone forget the 1984 
Orange Bowl loss when the two-point conversion failed 
against Miami. 

“My God,” Elder used to think, “I was only 7 years 
old when it happened. Why are they asking me?” 

OK, so he had seen the films and realized it was a sim- 
ilar situation. National title in the balance. National audi- 
ence glued to the television sets. National respect on the 
line. National weather service on Elder’s mind. 

“Time out,” Elder shouted as he walked toward the 
sideline. As he did this, 65,000 fans in the AlamoDome 
sank back into their seats. Osborne was already searching 
his memory for plays that had worked earlier in the sea- 
son. Was there a guaranteed 2-yard play? 

The straight pitch to I-back Lawrence Phillips was 
always an option. It had worked against Texas Tech 
when the Huskers needed only to run out the clock late 
in the game while clinging to a six-point lead. It had 
worked against Colorado in a similar situation. And it 
had worked all day long one glorious afternoon in 
Norman, Okla., against the hated Sooners. 

Phillips had rushed for nearly 230 yards against OU. 
The Owen Field grass — not the AstroTurf — was green, 


the early autumn sky was blue, the air was crisp but not 
unbearably cold as in so many Nebraska-OU games of 
the past. And Phillips was unbelievable. 

In the hype leading up to the game, Oklahoma run- 
ning back James Allen had received most of the attention. 
But it was Phillips who stole the show. 

Pitch left for 57 yards and a score. Pitch right for 73 
yards and another touchdown. Overall, Phillips had han- 
dled more pitches than a major league catcher that day, 
leading the Cornhuskers toa 35-24 win. 

For a moment, Osborne remained lost in his memo- 
ries, reminiscing about how strange it was to play 
Oklahoma in October. And since Nebraska was in the 
North Division of the Big 12 and Oklahoma was in the 
Southern half, it was doubly strange that the game didn’t 
actually have an Orange Bowl trip 
hanging in the balance. 

Osborne was still somewhat 
relieved that his team caught 
Oklahoma just one week after the 
Sooners had spent everything they 
had in a dramatic victory over 
dreaded Texas. 

OU was flat in the opening quar- 
ter against Nebraska, still reliving 
how Texas All-American quarter- 
back Shea Morenz had guided the 
Longhorns to two fourth-quarter 
touchdowns, only to throw an inter- 
ception on the two-point conversion 
with no time left. Oklahoma had 
won 29-28, but there was little time 
to celebrate. This was the Big 12, 
and there were no “off” weeks. 

“| think Nebraska may have been 
the better team today,” OU Coach 
Gary Gibbs said following the 
game. “But I think the schedule 
makers. were as tough as the 
Cornhuskers. Texas and Nebraska 
back to back? Give me a break.” 

Or at least give him lowa State. The Cyclones really 
were the only pushovers in this expanded league. 
Oklahoma State was vastly improved. Kansas and 
Kansas State were for real. And Missouri nearly beat 
Colorado. 

The SEC? As far as the Big 12 coaches were concerned, 
that acronym stood for SEC-ond best. 

After all, this conference would likely send six schools 
— maybe seven — to bowl games, regardless of the out- 
come of this one. The Cornhuskers, Aggies and Sooners 
were assured of major bowl games. And Baylor, 
Colorado, Texas and Texas Tech seemed like logical 
choices for the Diet Pepsi, John Hancock and Copper 
Bowls. 

In an era of super and mega-conferences, the Big 12 
definitely had become the biggest and baddest. 

“Coach! Coach!” Elder shouted, bringing Osborne out 
of his momentary daydream. “What do you think?” 

“Let's go, strong right, pitch right lead,” Osborne 
instructed. In other words, the Cornhuskers had decided 
to pitch it to Phillips and let him go right at the strength 
of the Aggie defense. 

Elder took the play, returned to the huddle and 
brought his team to the line of scrimmage a second time. 
But it didn’t take long for Driver, the Aggies’ All- 
American candidate inside linebacker, to notice the dif- 
ference in this alignment. 


oaring through 
the end zone, Riley 
Washington 
swallowed hard to 
keep his heart 


from coming out of 
his chest. He had a 
chance. He could 


actually make this 
catch. 


Nebraska's wide receiver had been replaced by an 
overgrown wingback, who lined up just a yard behind 
the tight end. 

“Time out,” Driver yelled as the crowd gasped for a 
second time, 

Just once, Slocum wanted to face the national media 
after a game and say something as long-awaited as, “We 
stuffed their butts. And all of you who have said we were 
nothing but pretenders, well, we're going to play for No. 
i 

Slocum called his defensive stunts and then called his 
defenders in closer around him. 

“All right guys, this is it,” he said. “They’re not taking 
it to the house. This is what dreams are made of. Go 
make yours come true.” 

With that, the Aggies stormed back 
onto the field. The Cornhuskers, 
who now anticipated an all-out blitz, 
returned to the field, as well. 

With mixed thoughts — not to 
mention the broken up pass against 
Miami in the 1984 Orange Bowl — 
Osborne changed his mind again, 
deciding finally on the corner lob 
pass. 

But could he actually bear to 
watch? 

Elder, lining up under center for 
the third time on this particular play, 
began to call out the signals. 

“Blue 28, blue 28.” 

The Aggie linebackers shifted into 
the gaps. 

“Red 14, red 14.” 

Nebraska’s Washington went in 
motion toward the far sideline. 

“Down, set ...” 

The entire stadium sucked in, 

“Hut.” 

Elder quickly dropped back three 
steps, planted his feet and released 
the ball toward Washington who was running a fade into 
the corner of the end zone. 

Elder, who had been bumped hard by Driver just after 
the release, began jumping with short, quick hops in 
preparation. Did he put too much on it? Was Washington 
running out of end zone? Was this finally Nebraska’‘s 
year? 

As the ball spun downward toward the back of the 
end zone, the final second clicked off the scoreboard, and 
Washington separated himself from A&M cornerback 
Donovan Greer, Still, it was obvious that Washington 
wasn’t going to get there in time, so with his fingers — 
and every other body part — stretched as far as they 
could go, Washington left his feet. 

Soaring through the end zone, Washington swallowed 
hard to keep his heart from coming out of his chest. He 
had a chance. He could actually make this catch, 

Finally, the ball did come down. And remarkably, he 
made the catch as the Nebraska sideline went nuts. 
Husker fans across the country uncrossed their fingers, 
toes and whatever else they might have crossed for good 
luck. 

As Osborne made his way out to midfield to try to 
find Slocum, a reporter jumped in front of Osborne and 
asked, “Was this the best game you've ever seen?” 

“No,” Osborne said, “just the best conference you'll 
ever see.” 


> 


Teen appears to be a rising 

"Tene in the South. Southern 

football has always been men- 
tioned in the same breath with many 
of the traditional powers of college 
football. Alabama, Auburn, Georgia 
and Florida have programs which 
are automatically labeled “national 
title contenders” each year. 

Now, add Tennessee to that list. 

For the second-straight year the 
Vols signed the No. 1 recruiting class 
down South, It’s good enough to 
grab the big banana. The ultimate 
prize. The top recruiting class in the 
country. 

Coach Robert Fulmer has the Vols 
rocking and rolling, recruiting coast- 
to-coast, unturning all stones and 
venturing into all counties and states 
to sign the top recruits in the coun- 
try. 

Tennessee raided Oklahoma for 
three of the state’s elite in wide 
receiver Marcus Nash of Edmond, 

defensive tackles 
Diron Robinson of 
Midwest City and 
Jonathan Brown of 
Tulsa (Washington). 
Jarvis Reado, who 
may be the nation’s 
top offensive line- 
man, and quarter- 
back Peyton Man- 
ning, the son of for- 
mer Ole Miss great 
Archie Manning, 
solidify the power 
this class should 
have. 

However, just 
one great quarter- 
back prospect 
wasn’t enough for 
the Vols so they 
also landed Branndon Stewart of 
Stephenville, Texas. 

Tennessee didn’t get everyone it 
wanted as star running back Andre 
Richardson and tight end Ahndre 
Patterson of Dallas (Carter), Texas, 
both changed their minds at the last 
minute, turning away from the Vols 
for Oklahoma State and Alcorn State 
respectively. 

This class isn’t perfect but it’s 
good enough to be a solid No. 1. 

If it weren’t for Tennessee, 
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Quarterback 
Ryan Clement 
has the tools to 
challenge 
Miami's returners 
for playing time 
this season. 


Tennessee robbed the 
Sooner state of two 
standouts in defensive 
tackle Jonathan 
Brown (above) and 
receiver Marcus Nash 
(right) 


Alabama's class would have 
grabbed the major publicity down 
South. 

The Florida Gators didn’t land 
Manning and failed to grab a quar- 
terback, but running back Fred 
Taylor of Belle Glade (Central), Fla., 
is an incredible talent. High school 
teammates of Taylor’s, Jamie 
Richardson and Reidel Anthony, 
head a corps of six receivers who 
will look forward to the quarterback 
to be signed by the Gators next sea- 
son. 

Georgia lost to the Gators on sev- 
eral great prospects like linebackers 
Antonio Cochran from (Macon 
County), Ga., and defensive back 
Jacquez Green of Ft. Valley (Peach 
County). However, the 
Dogs landed a Charlie 
Ward clone at quarter- 
back in Hines Ward of 
Edison (Forest Park), 
Ga., and one of the 


Texas came close to 
tears when it lost 
Anthony Bookman 
to Stanford. 
Bookman, a Glyn 
Milburn clone, made 
the Cardinal class 
complete. 


By James Hale 


South Rises Again As Tennessee Wins 
1994 Recruiting Class War 


county’s top running backs 
prospects in George Lombard of 
Atlanta (Lovett), Ga 

LSU is pumped for the future 
with the nation’s top-rated quarter- 
back, Josh Booty of Shreveport 
(Evangel), La., signed and expected 
to start as a freshman. 

Florida State and North Carolina 
landed nationally-ranked classes out 
of the ACC region. 

The Seminoles continue to build 

on their national championship pro- 
gram with the nation’s top line- 
backer recruit, Lamont Green 
of Miami (Southridge), Fla., 
and Robert Hammond of 
| Opelousas, La., (the country’s 
top defensive back prospect). 
Linebacker Demetro 
Stephens of Sandersville 
\(Washington Couty) and 
jdefensive lineman Sean 
Mitchell of Jesup (Wayne 
County) left Georgia to fill 
out a thin but spectacular class with 
the Seminoles. 

Mack Brown continues to build 
his Tar Heel program into a national 
power. 

Ranked in everyone’s top 15, 
Carolina reloaded at quarterback 
with three outstanding prospects in 
Toney Coles of Richmond 
(Huguenot), Va., Chuckie Parquet 
of Marrero (Shaw), La., and Oscar 
Davenport of St. Petersburg 
(Osceola), Fla. 

Brown also took his recruiting up 
North and landed New Jersey 
natives in linebacker Mike Pringley 
of Linden, and offensive lineman 
Jeff Wertalik of Wayne Hills. 
Pringley was rated the top player in 

=q New Jersey. 

Miami again signed 
two of the top quarter- 
backs in the country in 
Ryan Clement of 
Denver (Mullen), Colo., 
and Scott Covington of 
Dana Hills, Calif. Omar 
Rolle of Miami (Nor- 
land), Fla.,will build on 
the tradition of great 
receivers in Miami. 
Tony Gaitor of San 
Bernardino Community 

College, Calif., is an 


impact running back and Nate 
Brooks of North Miami, Fla.,is the 
same in the secondary. 

Boston College put together one of 
its best recruiting classes in years 
based on the signing of quarterback 
Scott Mutryn of Cleveland (St. 
Ignacius) and tailback Shalom 
Tolefree of Kansas City (Rockhurst). 

Clemson's recruiting reputation 
rests on tailback prospects Lamont 
Pegues of Thomasville, N.C., and 
Anthony Downs of Greenville 
(Berea), S.C., plus the outstanding 
skills of defensive back Jamie Day of 
Philadelphia (Neshoba Central), 
Miss. 

Clemson lost All-America wide 
receiver Zola Davis of Charleston 
(Burke) to South Carolina leaving 
this class thin at that position. 
Georgia Tech missed out on 
Hackensack, N.J., All-American line- 
backer Vernon Rollins who went to 
Iowa, but recovered by signing All- 
American Art Dreher of Atco 
(Edgewood), N.J. to head a top 25 
class. 

Michigan is once again the king 
recruiter of the Big Ten. 

Despite losing Detroit star run- 
ning backs Leon Merritt and Rafael 
Cooper to Colorado, the Wolverines 
nabbed a top 10 recruiting class. 
Tight end Jerame Tuman of Liberal, 
Kan., was rated as one of the best in 
the country and the Wolverines 
loaded up on awesome linebacker 
prospects Rasheed Simmons of 
Edison, N.J., and Chris Singletary of 
Detroit (DePorres), Mich. Noah 
Parker of Milton, Fla., was regarded 
as one of the top five offensive line 
prospects in the country and 
Juaquin Feazell of Ft. Valley (Peach 
County), Ga., was his equal on the 
defensive side. Mark Campbell of 
Clawson (Bishop Foley), Mich., gives 
the Wolverines an All-American 
tight end to work with. 

John Cooper continued his 
momentum from a banner 1993 sea- 
son by signing the four best 
prospects in Ohio. 

Wide receiver Dee Miller of 
Springfield (South) was rated the top 
offensive skill prospect in the 
Midwest. Eric Gohlstin, an offensive 
lineman from Cleveland (St. 
Ignatius), and Orlando Pace of 
Sandusky are impact players along 
with 6-foot-8 tight end John 
Lumpkin of Trotwood (Madison). 
Those four head a strong in-state 
class with Kevin Griffin of Kirkland 
(Juanita), Wash., a top running back 
prospect on a national basis. 

Penn State locked up 12 recruits 


CREAM OF THE 
1994 CROP 


uarterback sensation Josh Booty (right), who 
has Louisiana State fans rocking and rolling 
in Bayou country, headlines our list of the 
best of the 1994 signing classes. Much like Booty, look 
for many of these player names to start appearing in 


the stat boxes this season. 


Quartersacks 
1) Josh Booty 6-3 
2) Robert Reed 6-2 
3) Peyton Manning 6-5 
4) Ryan Clement 6-1 
5) Scott Covington 6-3 
Ronnine Bacxs 
1) Fred Beasley 6-2 
2) Byron Hanspard 6-0 
3) George Lombard 6-0 
4) Jerod Douglas 5-10 
5) Fred Taylor 6-0 
Wwe Recervers 
1) Zola Davis 6-2 
2) Omar Rolle 6-] 
3) Dee Miller 6-1 
A) Jamie Richardson 6-1 
5) Larry Parker 6-1 


Ticur Enps 


1) Stephen Alexander 
2) Tony Gonzalez 6-5 


3) Ahndre Patterson 6-4 
4) Jerame Tuman 6-5 
5) Dorrick Roy 6-4 


Orrensive Linemen 
1) Jarvis Reado 6-6 
2) Orlando Pace 6-7 
3) Jay Smith 6-5 


4) Bo Barzilauskas 6-7 
5) Damian Peter 6-6 
Derenstve Linemen 
1) Darrell Russell 6-5 
2) Travis Stroud 6-3 
3) Juaquin Feazell 6-4 
A) Jason Wiltz 6-4 
5) Cameron Binion 6-4 

Linesackers 
1) Lamont Green 6-3 
2) Grant Wistrom 6-4 
3) James Driver 63 
A) Mike Pringley 6-4 
5) Tim Laws 6-5 
Derensive Bacxs 


1) Robert Hammond 6-3 
2) Jarvis Edison 6 
3) Armin Love 6- 
4) Amp Campbell 6 
5) Elton Davis 5 
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before Christmas and the early work 
paid off with a top 20 class. 

Defensive back Shawn Lee of 
Harrisburg heads the in-state 
recruits with linebacker Darren 
Oswald of Bermudian Springs and 
defensive lineman Floyd 
Wedderburn of Upper Darby. The 
Nittany Lions also went to talent 
rich New Jersey to land defensive 
back Chris Eberly of Palmyra and 
tight end Justin O’Conner of 
Franklin (Lakes Ramapo). 

Notre Dame didn’t have its tradi- 
tional top-ranked recruiting class 
this year. In fact the Irish lost as 
many great ones as they signed. 

However since they sign so many 


great ones every year who’s to 
notice? Athlete Ty Goode of Lincoln, 
Neb., is so gifted he can play on 
either side of the ball. Linebacker 
Jeff Kramer of Weatherford, Texas, 
was rated the second best in Texas at 
his position. Jarvis Edison of Bay 
City, Texas, was rated as the second 
best free safety in the country, 
despite major knee surgery. 

The Irish missed out on running 
backs Byron Hanspard of DeSoto, 
Texas, who went to Texas Tech and 
George Lombard to Georgia and 
defensive back Nikia Codie of 
Cleburne, Texas went to Baylor. 

Danny Ford put together an out- 
standing recruiting class at 


24 APRIL/MAY 1994 


Good Luck To 
The Black Shirts 
From The 
Pin-Striped, 
Buttoned-Down 


In our more than 130 years of business, we've cheered the Black Shirts to 
many a victory. And as Nebraska's oldest, largest bank with over $3.5 billion 
in assets, we will be around to witness many, many more, Best of luck this 
season from your fans at First National Bank of Omaha. 


first national bank 
of omaha 


MEMBER FDIC 


S. 


Arkansas. Quarterback Robert Reed 
of Brandon (Northwest Rankin), 
Miss, is Ford’s most important 
recruit and will draw a starting nod 
as soon as he steps on campus. 

In-state, Madre Hill of Malvern 
was one of the best in the country 
and Tyrone Henry of Wilson 
(Rivercrest) was the state’s best all- 
around athlete. Norman Nero of 
Atmore (Escambia City), Ala., is a 
big, physical defensive back whom 
Arkansas has lacked the past five 
years. 

Out West, John Robinson went 
back to the roots of his glory days 
and hit the JUCO ranks hard. That 
effort netted the Trojans a class 
ranked in everybody’s top five. 

In the offensive line Heigh 
Baughman of Bakersfield CC, Calif., 
and Richard Beatie of Glendale CC 
should be in-state starters. 
Keyshawn Johnson of West LA CC, 
Calif., is one of the most exciting 
wide receiver prospects to come out 
of the JUCO’s in a_ while. 
Quarterback Brad Otten of Weber 
State, stands 6-6 and is the sleeper. 

However, the Trojans didn’t just 
line-up JUCO’s, they signed some 
preps as well. 

Tailback U is restocked with the 
likes of prep standouts Rodney 
Sermons of La Puente (Bishop 
Amat), Calif., and Delon 
Washington of Dallas (Kimball) — 
two of the top 15 running backs in 
the country. Throw in Darrell 
Russell of San Diego (St. Augustine) 
the nation’s top defensive line 
prospect and the Trojans are loaded 
for Pac 10 championships of future. 

Stanford signed only 15 prospects 
but all are quality. Bill Walsh contin- 
ues to keep Stanford as one of the 
top programs on the West Coast. 
Athony Bookman of Grand Prairie, 
Texas decommitted from Texas to 
play for Walsh and running back 
Corey Hill of Tucson (Sabino), Ariz., 
was the top player in Arizona. 
Damon Dunn a wide receiver of 
Arlington (Sam Houston), Texas is a 
game breaker. 

In Texas, A&M once again 
claimed the top recruiting spot while 
fighting off probation rumors and 
then probation itself throughout the 
entire process. 

The Aggies can rival Penn State as 
linebacker U and they reloaded at 
the position in this class. Warrick 
Holdman of Alief (Elsik), Texas 
decommitted from Oklahoma to 
attended A&M, Trent Driver of 
Cleveland, Texas, was rated as the 
second best backer in Texas. 


Tisattn Badgett sat in front of a 
stall in a corner of Nebraska’‘s 
locker room at the Nassau 
Coliseum in Uniondale, N.Y., and 


talked about his plans for next bas- 
ketball season. 


By Mike Babcock 


Youth Movement Could Have Huskers 


Pointed In Right Direction 


Add to that group sophomore 
Mikki Moore, assuming he isn’t red- 
shirted, and freshmen Chester 
Surles, Leig Nelson, Chad Ideus and 
Andy Markowski (one or two of 
whom might be 


Only a few minutes ear- Mee redshirted), and 
lier, he and his Cornhusker “You can’t do it Nebraska could 


teammates had been upset 
by Ivy League champion 
Pennsylvania in the first 
round of the NCAA East 
Regional. Badgett, a sopho- 
more from Omaha, was 
disconsolate. 

“Some people were sat- 
isfied that we got here,” he 
said. “You can’t be satis- 
fied. You never know 
what’s going to happen 
tomorrow, or the next day. 
You have to seize the 
moment, play your hardest. People 
should get tired of this.” 

“This” was losing in the first 
round of the NCAA Tournament, 
something Nebraska has done each 
of the last four seasons. Getting to 
the NCAA Tournament is a signifi- 
cant accomplishment for a program 
that has qualified for the NCAA 
Tournament only one other time in 
the school’s history. But the 
Cornhuskers have to go beyond that, 
take the next step, according to 
Badgett. 

“I've got two years to go,” he 
said. “I want to make a difference 
next year.” 

The loss against Pennsylvania 
“makes you want to change the 
future,” said Badgett, one of six 
players who will return to form the 
basis of Coach Danny Nee’s ninth 
team at Nebraska. 

Next season, “it will not be the 
same way,” Badgett said. 

The Cornhuskers will be junior- 
laden in 1994-95; that much is cer- 
tain. Melvin Brooks will be the only 
senior, as it stands now. In addition 
to Badgett, Jaron Boone, Erick 
Strickland and Jason Glock will be 
juniors among those returning. Tom 
Wald, a redshirted transfer from 
Mankato (Minn.) State, also will be a 
junior, and Nee is looking to fill out 
his roster for next season with a cou- 
ple of junior college transfers. 


(win) 
individually. 
This is where 


team ball to 
win.” “We're closer than 


very well could be 
back in the NCAA 
Tournament for a 
fifth consecutive 


. season. 
the big guys And not only 
are. You need that, the Corn- 
= huskers could 


finally win there. 


we think,” Nee 
said. 

Moving to the 
next level might 
require a little luck, “intangibles,” 
according to Nee. “But you can’t go 
in there with a major Achilles 
heel. You need the whole pack- 
age,” he said. 

Nebraska’s Achilles heel this 
season was size, which is why 
Nee has placed a premium on 
recruiting not just a couple of 
junior college players but a cou- 
ple of BIG junior college players. 
He doesn’t want to leave his team 
short, literally or figuratively. 
Numbers also were a Cornhusker 
problem in 1993-94. 

“You've got to have the play- 
ers,” Nee said. Except for the big 
ones, he will for sure. Nebraska’s 
perimeter players should be as 
good, as a group, as any in the 
Big Eight. 

If Nee can’t find the junior col- 
lege players, he might be forced 


— Terrance Badgett 


to use the 6-foot-8, 235-pound | 


Brooks out of position to fill the 
spot left vacant by the departure 
of Bruce Chubick, who was play- 
ing professionally in France soon 
after his Cornhusker career 
ended. 12 


Right now, Nee’s only other yee 


Young stars in the making 
like Terrance Badgett are just 
beginning to understand 
what it takes to win in the 
Big Eight. 


choices for the No. 5 spot are the 6- 
foot-11, 195-pound Moore, who 
could benefit from a redshirt season 
of maturity, and Nelson, who is 6- 
foot-10 and 265 pounds. 

Nelson, from Riverside, Calif., is 
the son of former National Football 
League player Bill Nelson and 
apparently has enough of an attitude 
to avoid being pushed around as a 
freshman. If he can rebound and 
provide some muscle off the bench, 
he'll contribute right away. 

Brooks, who started three games 
as a junior, was most effective in 
those rare instances when someone 
made him mad. His biggest prob- 
lem, according to one of the assistant 
coaches, was that he was too nice on 
the court as well as off it. He could 
benefit from a little competitive 
meanness. He was a steady per- 
former as a reserve and will be 
expected to have a significant impact 
as a starter. 


Badgett, Boone and Strickland 
will be starters, with their positions, 
like that of Brooks, also depending 
on what happens during the 
Cornhuskers’ spring recruiting 
efforts. 

Badgett has 33 starts in his two 
seasons, including the last 13 games 
as a sophomore. He’s just beginning 
to understand what it takes to com- 
pete in the Big Eight. “You can’t do 
it individually,” he said after the 
Pennsylvania loss. “This is where the 
big guys are. You need team ball to 
win.” 

He’s an athletic, 6-foot-6, 205- 
pound small forward. He’s also 
among the most enthusiastic and 
aggressive Cornhuskers, which has, 
on occasion, caused him some foul 


Boasting the team’s best 
strength index, transfer 
Tom Wald could replace 
Jamar Johnson at point 
guard if he can continue to 
improve. 

problems. Badgett scored nine 
points and grabbed three 
rebounds in 14 minutes of the 
first half to keep Nebraska 
within striking distance of 
Pennsylvania during the 
NCAA East Regional. No one 
was more focused. 

Boone was second on the 
team in minutes played (898) 
and assists (109) and third in 
three-point shooting percentage 
(.368). After being held to six points 
in the first game against Oklahoma, 
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he scored in double figures 12 con- 
secutive games, a streak that was 
stopped by Pennsylvania. 

Boone has matured and shown he 
can be a leader. With Eric 
Piatkowski gone, presumably to the 
NBA, Boone should step up and 
become one of the premier players in 
the conference. 

Strickland has established himself 
as one of the best defenders in the 
Big Eight. In two seasons, he has 107 
steals and already ranks ninth on the 
Cornhuskers’ career list. He led the 
team in free throw shooting (.811) 
and scored in double figures 19 
times, mostly coming off the bench. 

As Strickland went defensively so 
went Nebraska. But he could pro- 
vide offensive spark as well. In the 
Big Eight Tournament semifinal vic- 
tory against Missouri, he hit 4-of-6 
shots from three-point range. If he 
were to concentrate on basketball at 
the expense of his professional base- 
ball career with the Florida Marlins, 
which isn’t likely yet, he probably 
could develop into an NBA player. 

The Badgett, Boone and Strick- 
land threesome is reason for opti- 
mism the next two seasons. 

Glock’s playing time diminished 
significantly once the conference sea- 
son began, and there’s likely to be 
talk of his transferring elsewhere, 
just as there was a year ago, But 
Glock, who earned Academic All- 
Big Eight honorable mention, fit well 
in the emotional make-up of the 
team. He’s good for team chemistry. 
He's popular among teammates and 
coaches, and he has a winner’s 
mindset, established during an out- 
standing high school career in 
Wahoo, Neb. Successful teams have 
players such as Glock ready on the 
bench. 

Wald, who’s 6-foot and 177 
pounds, could be Jamar Johnson’s 
replacement as the point guard if he 


can make the transition from prac- 
tice player to the Big Eight without 
losing too much. He had the team’s 
best strength index during preseason 
strength and conditioning tests. 

The 6-foot-8, 210-pound Surles, 
from Saginaw, Mich., is the most 
likely of the freshmen to have an 
immediate impact, with Ideus (6- 
foot-7, 200) and Markowski (6-foot-7, 
185) candidates for redshirts, as 
mentioned earlier, Whether Nee can 
hold out either or both again 
depends on what happens during 
his spring recruitment. As with 
Moore this season, he might have no 
choice but to play them. 

In any case, Badgett was predict- 
ing success in 1994-95, minutes after 
the 1993-94 season had ended. 
“Good things are going to happen,” 
he said. “It’s time for Terrance 
Badgett, Erick Strickland, Jaron 
Boone, Jason Glock, Melvin Brooks 
and Mikki Moore to step up and 
change the past.” 

Nebraska’s experience at the 
NCAAs, “opens up all of the coach- 
es’ eyes to see what we've got to do 
to change,” said Badgett, who placed 
some of the responsibility on the 
players. “If you're going to the big 
dance, it starts with discipline.” 

That was part of the problem 
against Pennsylvania, according to 
Badgett. “We didn’t listen to the 
coaches, not at all,” he said. 


STRICKLAND STILL SAYING 
NO TO FOOTBALL FUTURE 


After the season, Strickland reiter- 
ated that he doesn’t plan to give 
football a try in the near future. “I’m 
not going to do it,” he said, “The rea- 


NO REST FOR PIATKOWSKI 


Eric Piatkowski played in the annual National Association of 
Basketball Coaches (NABC) all-star game held in conjunction with the 
NCAA Tournament’s Final Four in Charlotte, N.C., scoring 15 points in 


the East All-Stars’ 77-73 victory against 
the West. Piatkowski made 5-of-10 shots 
from the field, including 2-of-3 from 
three-point range, to tie the West’s Shon 
Tarver of UCLA for game-high scoring 


honors. 


The East’s Charlie Ward, from Florida 
State, was chosen as the game’s most 
valuable player in 900 number voting by 


fans watching on television. 


Piatkowski was the third Cornhusker 
to be chosen to play in the game. The oth- 


ers were Chuck Jura and Rich King. 


Piatkowski planned to play in a pro- 
fessional tryout camp at Phoenix, Ariz., 
in late April and attend the NBA’s pre- § 


draft camp in Chicago in June. He has hired an agent. He completed his 
four-year career at Nebraska with 1,934 points to rank second on the 
Comhuskers’ all-time list behind Dave Hoppen, who scored 2,167 points. 

Piatkowski was the first Nebraska player since Hoppen to earn first- 
team All-Big Eight recognition in back-to-back seasons. He averaged 27.4 
points, six rebounds and 2.1 assists, hitting 52.5 percent from the field and 
46.5 percent from three-point range in the final seven games leading up to 
the NCAA Tournament loss to Pennsylvania. 


son is, basketball is looking promi- 
nent, and baseball is looking promi- 
nent. And my shoulder is not getting 
stronger.” 

Strickland didn’t play football his 
senior year at Bellevue, Neb., West 
High School after suffering an injury 
to his left shoulder during his junior 
season. He was recruited by the 
Nebraska football team and had 
talked of giving football a try, possi- 
bly this spring. 


HUSKERS TO OPEN 1994 
IN SAN JUAN SHOOTOUT 


The Cornhuskers will open the 
1994-95 season in the San Juan 
Shootout in Puerto Rico. Among the 
seven other teams in the three-day 
competition are Illinois and 
Pittsburgh. 

Nebraska opened the 1990-91 sea- 
son in the Shootout, defeating St. 
Louis and Illinois then losing to 
Murray State and Popeye Jones 81- 
79 in the championship game. That 
Cornhusker team finished with a 26- 
8 record and was a No. 3 seed in the 
NCAA Tournament field, only to be 
upset in the first round by Xavier. 


The team’s best defensive 
layer, Erick Strickland, won’t 
be ooking to add his talents to 

Tom Osborne’s secondary. 


The field has been set for 
Nebraska’s 1994 Ameritas Classic. 
Southern Mississippi, Idaho State 
and Morehead State will join the 
Cornhuskers. The 1993 Ameritas 
Classic, which Nebraska won by 
defeating Portland 111-85 in the 
championship game, included three 
NCAA Tournament qualifiers: the 
Cornhuskers, first-round opponent, 
Ohio and Navy. 

Nebraska’s other non-conference 
opponents in 1994-95 will include: 
Michigan State, Creighton, Western 
Illinois, Northeastern Illinois, 
Northern Iowa, Delaware State, 
Appalachian State, Texas, Long 
Beach State and Missouri-Kansas 
City. 


STATISTICALLY SPEAKING 


The Cornhuskers were included 
in the Associated Press Top 25 rank- 
ings once this season, being voted 
No. 22 in the poll of March 13. They 
regularly received votes in both the 
AP and CNN/USA Today polls. The 
March 13 poll was the final one of 
the season. 

The back-to-back 20-victory sea- 
sons were the first in Nebraska's 
98-year history. The Cornhuskers 
have had only eight 20-victory sea- 
sons, and four of them have been 
under Nee. i 
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For the second-straight year, senior forward Eric Despite losing in the opening 
Piatkowski was named the Huskers’ outstanding player. round of the NCAA Tournament, 
Z ; Nebraska’s season was made 
when it won the Big Eight 
Tournament, a school first. 


AND THE 


WINNER 


Junior college transfer 
Melvin Brooks (above) 
was named Outstanding 
Newcomer and Jaron 
Boone (right) earned 
the Most Improved 
Player award. 
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Jeff Jacobsen 


ketball coach Danny Nee received a tele- 
phone call in his hotel room in Charlotte, 
N.C., where he was attending the NCAA Final Four. 

The callers were disc jockeys Joe and Timmo of 
“The Eagle” radio station, KTGL, in Lincoln. The 
subject of the call, according to Joe and Timmo, was 
a rampant rumor that Nee might be leaving 
Nebraska to take the head coaching job at Kansas 
State. 

The Kansas State job had opened up the previous 
day, when Dana Altman resigned to become the 
head coach at Creighton University. 

Nee had earned a master’s degree from Kansas 
State, Joe and Timmo reasoned, so maybe he would 
be interested in going home, so to speak. Calls to ° 
ESPN’s Dick Schaap and Dan Patrick enhanced that 
speculation, according to the disc jockeys, who 
attempted to discount the rumor, without success, 
by contacting Rich Roberts, an Omaha sportscaster 
and analyst for radio broadcasts of Cornhusker bas- 
ketball games on the Nebraska Sports Network. 

Roberts didn’t do much to alleviate the concern. 
Nee told him, at season’s end, never to say never, 
Roberts said. 

It was in this context that Joe and Timmo called 
Nee, who seemed irritated by their questions. “How 
did you get my number here?” he asked them. Nick 
Joos, the Cornhuskers’ director of basketball opera- 
tions, had given them the number, as well as the 
number of Nee’s cellular phone, they replied. 

Nee was angry, or seemed to be, anyway. He 
would talk to Nick Joos about that, he said. 

When Joe and Timmo asked Nee if he was leav- 
ing Nebraska for Kansas State, however, Nee said: 
“No comment.” Are you not leaving for Kansas 
State, can you tell us that, they asked. Again, Nee 
said: “No comment.” 

Finally, Nee said if they would promise to leave 
him alone, he would make an official statement at 
3 p.m. that day. Joe and Timmo sent out a press 
release to that effect by Fax. There was genuine 
concern in and around Lincoln that Nee might 
be leaving. 

At 3 p.m., Nee announced on The Eagle: “April 
Fools.” 

That the carefully organized April Fools’ Day joke 
— Nee was a co-conspirator with Joe and Timmo, 
Schaap, Patrick, Joos, Roberts and others — worked 
as well as it did was a result of rumors after the 
Cornhuskers won the Big Eight Tournament that 
Nee was among those being mentioned as possible 
candidates to replace Paul Evans as the head coach 
at the University of Pittsburgh. ESPN reported, at 
one point, that Nee was a top candidate for the job. 

Nee, whose wife, Janet, is from the Pittsburgh 
area, told a Pittsburgh newspaper that he would lis- 
ten if the Panthers were interested in talking to him 
about the job. Never say never. Soon after the 
Cornhuskers were defeated in the NCAA 
Tournament, a Chicago newspaper reported Nee 
was a finalist for the Pittsburgh job. 

Nee also was mentioned as a possible candidate 
for other jobs which opened up after the season, 
including Dayton and Tennessee. But the Pittsburgh 
speculation seemed to be the most serious, and likely. 


(): the morning of April 1, 1994, Nebraska bas- 
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wood 


That Nee didn’t leave for Pittsburgh earns him 7 ; 
the Huskers Illustrated award in the category of 
BEST DECISION BY THE HEAD COACH during the 
1993-94 season. Obviously, the presentation of the 


award is self-serving. We're glad he’s staying at onl 


Nebraska. 

Runner-up for this award was Nee’s decision 
to criticize Big East officials for their performance 
in Nebraska’s Orange Bowl football game loss to 
Florida State on New Year’s night. That’s right, 
football. At a boosters’ luncheon in Omaha soon { 
after the Orange Bowl game, Nee said he knew 
Tom Osborne couldn’t criticize the officiating 
because of Big Eight Conference rules, but he § 
could. And did. 

As it turned out, he couldn’t criticize the offi- [ES 
cials, either. The conference subsequently issued 
him a reprimand. The Big Eight might consider 
naming the rule prohibiting its coaches and athletes from 
commenting publicly about officials the “Emperor's New 
Clothes” rule. Just a suggestion. 

Anyway, here are a few more awards for the 1993-94 
season. May we have the envelopes, please. . . 


FOOT IN MOUTH (We Wish) AWARD: Tony Bruno, 
ESPN Radio 

On the Sunday that the NCAA Tournament pairings 
were announced, Bruno picked Nebraska as his “upset 
special” in the first round. Pennsylvania, the Ivy League 
champion, was the No. 11 seed in the East Region. The 
Cornhuskers were the No. 6 seed. 

Unfortunately, Bruno was right. Nebraska lost. 
Technically, however, he was wrong. California, the No. 
5 seed in the West Region, was defeated by Wisconsin- 
Green Bay, the No. 12 seed, in the first round, and earlier 
the same day that Nebraska lost against Pennsylvania. So 
California was more of a surprise loser, the upset special. 

As a result, Bruno gets the award. It’s a fine point, to 
be sure. But nyah-nyah. You were wrong, sort of. 


FAN APPRECIATION AWARD: Everyone who greeted 
the team on its return from the Big Eight Tournament, 
along the route back to Lincoln as well as those in 
Lincoln. An estimated 5,000 fans were in the Bob 
__ Devaney Sports Center arena to cheer 
... 4 the Cornhuskers on the Sunday night 
“'s# of the conference tournament champi- 
mh Pe) onship game. 
ay ©Nee told the audience that Nebraska’s 
bus had passed fans along the highway 
once it crossed into the state at 
Nebraska City, applauding the 
| Cornhuskers’ first-ever Big Eight 
a Tournament title. “We saw a sign along 
“Pp the highway that said: ‘Simply the 

‘ce best.’ This is the greatest bunch of guys 
‘| you've ever met,” he said. 

Nebraska’s home attendance this sea- 
son was 212,447, the third-highest in 
school history. The Cornhuskers drew an average of 
13,278 for each of their 16 home games, also the third- 
best ever. Nebraska’s home attendance for its seven Big 
Eight games was a school-record 100,973. 


FAN-TASTIC 
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COMEBACK PLAYER OF THE 
YEAR: Senior Tom Best 

Best never really went any- 
where to come back from, but dur- 
ing the season, he endured a person- 
al slump that saw him take a couple 
of days off during February. He was 
held out of four Big Eight games at 
that time and was eased back into 
the playing rotation by Nee after 


give up. 

That some fans at the Devaney 
Sports Center singled out Best as a 
target for verbal abuse didn’t help 
matters any. Neither did a chronic 


THE COMEBACK KID: Best [tae problem that could have kept 


him from playing his final collegiate 
season. But he rode out the storm and made a significant 
contribution to the Cornhuskers’ dramatic stretch run to 
qualify for a fourth consecutive NCAA Tournament. 
They couldn’t have done it without Best. 


METAPHORICAL EXCELLENCE AWARD: Senior Bruce 
Chubick 

After the 86-77 victory against Kansas State at the 
Devaney Sports Center, Chubick was looking for a way 
to describe the momentum of the Cornhuskers’ stretch 
drive. Rather than settling for something that might be 
found in “Bartlett's Familiar Quotations” or falling back 
on some sports cliché, he decided to rely on his imagina- 
tion. He was, after all, named to the GTE/CoSIDA 
District VII Academic All-America team, He was a grad- 
uate student second semester, after receiving a history 
degree in December. 

What Chubick came up with was: “like a sticky ball 
rolling down a hill of crushed potato chips.” Well, it 
wasn’t Shakespearean, exactly. But we aren’t going to 
criticize him for trying. 

One sports writer suggested Chubick probably was 
hungry and that hunger was the basis for his choice of 
metaphors. He had scored 13 points and grabbed six 
rebounds in the second half of the victory. 


SIT DOWN NORM AWARD: Danny Nee 

Before the start of the second half of Nebraska's 98-91 
victory against Missouri in the semifinals of the Big Eight 
Tournament, Nee was discussing the first half with offi- 
cial Rick Wulkow. Nee was concerned because his team 
hadn't attempted a free throw. 

Missouri coach Norm Stewart BULLIED BACK 


make sure his own best interests 
weren't, shall we say, compromised. 
What followed was a less-than-ami- } 
cable exchange of unpleasantries \j 
involving Nee and Stewart, with 
Wulkow in the no-man’s-land 
between them. 

Stewart pointed a finger at Nee, a 
brave — or, perhaps, foolish — ges- 
ture under the circumstances, and 
Nee admonished Stewart in no 
uncertain, and unprintable terms, to 


et ‘ane 
mind his own business. The veteran}, 
Missouri coach appeared to be stunned that 
someone would stand up to his bullying. 
Nee refused to back down, and his team 
followed that example in the second half. 


CONTRIBUTING TO THE DELINQUENCY 
OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE AWARD: 
Sophomore Erick Strickland ’ 

We'll have to wait for another edition or 
two, or three or four, of Webster’s to find 
the word Strickland used to describe 
Nebraska’s defensive play in its 89-81 vic- 
tory against Oklahoma State in Lincoln. 
The word was “defunctionalize.” Can you 
say “defunctionalize,” boys and girls? 

Use the word a couple of times today, 
and it will become part of your working 
vocabulary. “Defunctionalize.” 

The best way to define “defunctionalize” 
is by illustration. Oklahoma State’s disciplined offense 
was so disrupted by the Cornhuskers’ trapping defense 
that the usually composed Cowboys “showed very much 
anger in themselves,” Strickland said after the game. 
Oklahoma State turned over the ball 20 times, very 
untypical of an Eddie Sutton-coached team. 

Cowboy center Bryant Reeves wasn’t exactly “defunc- 
tionalized,” however. He scored 27 points, on 9-of-13 
field goal shooting and 9-of-15 free throws. Nee credited 
Chubick for his defensive effort against “Big Country.” 
Chubick was reluctant to accept any credit, though. 

“He had 27. I guess I can tell my kids someday, I held 
him to 27. I don’t like letting people score 15 on me,” said 


- 


FUN WITH ENGLISH: Strickland 


Chubick, who gave away five inches 
and 60 pounds to Reeves. “He’s so 
damn big. He’s ‘Big Country,’ no 
doubt about that. He got to laugh at 
? | me the whole game. But I got the 
# last laugh.” : 

Chubick and his teammates got 
to laugh again 10 days later when 
they “defunctionalized” Oklahoma 
State and Reeves in the champi- 
onship game of the Big Eight 
Tournament, 77-68. 


ETERNAL OPTIMIST AWARD: 

Senior Jamar Johnson 

After the Cornhuskers lost their 
fourth game in a row, 94-87, at 
Kansas, Johnson admitted the 
team’s chances of earning a fourth 
consecutive NCAA Tournament 
bid weren't looking too good. But, he said, there was 
still hope. 

After back-to-back victories against Kansas State 
and Iowa State, Johnson’s optimism appeared to be 
well-founded. Then Nebraska lost back-to-back 
road games against Oklahoma and Oklahoma State. 
The situation looked mighty grim. The final four games 
of the regular season were against Kansas, Kansas 
State and Oklahoma State at home and Missouri on 
the road. But Johnson must have known something 
because the Cornhuskers won three of those four, 
and nearly the fourth, falling to Missouri by a controver- 
sial 80-78. mi 


TOUCHDOWN BUICK 


Nebraska Scores Again with the Buick Special Edition Park Avenue and Regal 


Special Edition Park Avenue (SG) 


Special Edition Regal (SF) 


Right now your participating Quality Buick Dealer has a Special Edition Park Avenue 
and Regal for you! Buick’s Special Editions are loaded with options and specially 
priced...but only for a limited time! See your Quality Buick Dealer today. 


* Prices shown are available for a limited time only; Supplies are limited. Tax, title, and license extra. See participating dealer for details. © 1993 Cliff Houser & Associates Advertising Corporation. 
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Armstrong floors 
can handle the 
dirt of the 


neighborhood 
team. 


Invite the whole team over after the 
game, Just sweep the dirt away. 
Armstrong floors with the exclusive 
CleanSweep wear layer make cleanup 
easy. Guaranteed to be the easiest to clean 
vinyl sheet floor. 


O Street Carpet 


“‘We’re as concerned about value as you are.” 


1732 “O” Street 
(402) 476-7567 Dirt Just Doesn’t Stick to CleanSweep Floors. 


Free parking behind the store. 


